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DAYTON
NEWS RELEASE
WIRELESS NETWORK, COMPUTERS, STUDENT-RUN BUSINESSES
TO GREET UD STUDENTS WHEN THEY RETURN TO CAMPUS AUG. 22
DAYTON, Ohio -A wireless computer network will be the latest high-tech initiative to
greet University of Dayton students when they arrive on Wednesday, Aug. 22, for the first day
of class.
Completed this summer, the nearly $300,000 initiative augments the $4.5 million fiberoptic infrastructure investment made by the University three years ago. The University's Roesch
Library, Kennedy Union and off-campus housing have been equipped for wireless technology.
The wireless network will serve three main purposes- accessibility, flexibility and
speed, said Tim Harrington, assistant CIO for information technology infrastructure at UD.
"The wireless network is 25 times faster than using a dial-up modem, which will give our
upperclass students living in non-University housing access to about the same speed as those in
University housing," he said. "It'll also allow subscribers to get on the Internet from their
porches, the library lawn, Kennedy Union plazas and the surrounding courtyards."
About 200 third-year students have subscribed to the wireless service, said Tom Skill,
assistant provost for technology. "We have the capacity to increase the service as the demand
increases."
AL<>o, for the third year, each of UD's 1,750 first-year students will find new fully
installed computers awaiting them, loaded with the same Microsoft and Lotus software that
UD professors and classmates will use and customized with personal e-mail and Lotus Notes
specifications. Students have chosen from three versions of Tangent computer- a tower, a
power tower or a notebook. Installations were recently completed at Stuart and Founders halls.
The University had 7,339 students apply for first-year enrollment this fall, prompting
another waiting list. Like last year, about 61 percent applied online.
UD's traditional markets continue to dominate the fall class. Nearly 66 percent of the
students are from Ohio, followed by Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Missouri, Pennsylvania and
Kentucky.
In the decade between 1990 and 2000, applications at UD have soared 62 percent and
college entrance test scores are at an all-time high. Scores are slightly higher than last year's
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class, with an overall25.2 ACT score compared to last year's average 25.1 and average 1,161
SAT score compared to last year's 1,146 average. The national ACT average is 21, and the
national SAT average is about 1,000.
Majors showing gains include exercise science and fitness management, communication,
psychology, music therapy, visual communication, sports management, biology and premedicine.
Other highlights this fall:
•

MBA students will be able to concentrate in technology-enhanced business, a
group of courses that focuses on the impact of technological change on business
practices. The sequence builds on the MBA e-commerce course, a popular elective
course that last semester was the first class to fill - only hours after registration
began. But because technology beyond the Internet will continue to affect
business, UD's concentration takes an interdisciplinary approach.
After fulfilling an e-commerce requirement, students may choose courses in
telecommunications, data warehousing, Website development or Internet and
computer security.

•

UD's entrepreneurship curriculum has continued to grow significantly since its
launch in 1999-2000 when 10 students declared majors in entrepreneurship. The
program attracted 18 new majors last year and another 32 will enter the program
this fall. It was selected as a recipient of the 2001 Kauffman Entrepreneur
Internship Program grant from the Kauffman Center for Entrepreneurial
Leadership.

•

Two popular student-run businesses- Rudy's Fly-By and the Blend- are
expanding this fall. Rudy's, a popular grocery market located on the south side
of campus, will open a second store in Stuart Hall in October. Also that month,
the Blend, a gourmet coffee shop located in the Ryan C. Harris Learning Teaching
Center in the basement of Roesch Library, will have help filling the caffeine needs
of student with the Blend Express, a coffee bar that will open in the new atrium
of Miriam Hall.

•

A $325,000 spiritual garden located between Marycrest and Gosiger halls will be
dedicated Oct. 5. The garden will provide a quiet place for members of the UD
community to pray, reflect and meditate. It will include a water fountain,
benches, a brick walkway and brick path or stones in memory of students,
faculty and staff who have died while active at UD. The garden was the dying
wish of Joe Belle, UD's assistant vice president for student development and
director of residential services, who died in July 2000 after a 14-month battle
with brain cancer.
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For media interviews, contact Tom Skill at {937) 229-4307 or via e-mail at
skill@udayton.edu, or Tim Harrington at (937) 229-4555 or via e-mail at
tim.harrington@notes.udayton.edu.

